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In support of 
SB 243, SD2 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Marten, and Members of the Committee, the Hawai‘i 

State Energy Office (HSEO) supports with comments and proposed amendments 

SB 243, SD2, provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities 

indicated in the Executive Budget. SB 243, SD2 has as its stated purpose (page 2, lines 

4-8): 
The purpose of this Act is to require the Hawaii natural 

energy institute to develop a strategic plan that outlines 
benchmarks to meet the requirements of section 269-92, 
Hawaii Revised Statutes, in establishing a one hundred per 
cent renewable energy portfolio standard.  
 
HSEO agrees that an updated energy strategy is needed.  HSEO notes that SB 

243, SD2 omits the HSEO from the list of stakeholders with which HNEI would be 

tasked to collaborate. HSEO appreciates the need for a lead entity to synthesize, 

envision, explain, and hear how Hawai‘i’s several related statutes regarding energy and 

the zero emissions clean economy target will be achieved. HSEO believes it is the 

agency best suited to undertake this work with the support and collaboration of HNEI, 

which is well-suited to analyze and validate the feasibility of suggested strategies. 

HSEO notes that HNEI already conducts a feasibility analysis every five years on the 
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ability of the utilities to meet the State’s renewable portfolio standards (RPS) and 

various technical studies on barriers to achieving the RPS. 

Directing the HSEO to prepare this strategy is consistent with HSEO’s 

established mission under Act 122, and codified in Section 196-71, Hawai‘i Revised 

Statutes (HRS), which states: 

…The purpose of the Hawaii state energy office shall be to promote energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, and clean transportation to help achieve a resilient 
clean energy economy. 
    (b) The Hawaii state energy office shall: 

(1) Provide analysis and planning to actively develop and inform 
policies to achieve energy efficiency, renewable energy, energy 
resiliency, and clean transportation goals with the legislature, 
public utilities commission, state agencies, and other relevant 
stakeholders; 

[emphasis added] 
 
While achieving a 100% renewable energy portfolio is an important component of 

Hawaii’s energy economy, HSEO believes efforts to develop a strategic plan should 

encompass the broader decarbonization goals such as those set forth in section 225P-

5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, that establishes goals for a zero emissions economy and 

set forth in section 196-71, Hawaii Revised Statutes, that tasks HSEO to help achieve a 

resilient, clean energy economy. 

Moreover, the Legislature is contemplating proposed bills that would amend 

HSEO’s enabling statute to direct HSEO to “Create and execute a state strategic energy 

plan with milestones and key performance indicator metrics based on this section.”  

HSEO acknowledges and thanks the Committee on Energy, Economic 

Development, and Tourism for the additional time in SB 243, SD1, which would allow all 

involved in this effort to make use of at least a portion of the significant work that is 

currently underway. According to the most recent Integrated Grid Planning update, a 

new integrated system plan is expected by January 2023.  Extending the deadline in SB 
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243 allows for the opportunity to include the proceedings and draft results of the 

Integrated Grid Planning process in such a strategy, although the final results would not 

be ready in time for the deadline as set in SB 243, SD1. 

Finally, HSEO recommends that the bill’s preamble, purpose statement, and 

scope be revised for consistency. Although the statement of purpose on page 2, lines 4-

8, relates specifically to renewable portfolio standards applicable to the regulated 

electricity sector, other sections of the bill are not consistent with that scope, and some 

of the scopes include terms that are not defined in statute or in the bill.  An attachment 

highlighting the scope of each section may be useful in developing consistency between 

the preamble, purpose statement, and strategic plan required by the bill, because 

having clearly defined terms will avoid potential delays due to the need to develop 

definitions. 

HSEO’s comments are guided by its mission to promote energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, and clean transportation to help achieve a resilient, clean energy, 

decarbonized economy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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THE SENATE S.B. NO. 243 
THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE, 2021 S.D. 2 
STATE OF HAWAII   
  

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
  
RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
   
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 
 

Page Lines Text of bill  Scope Defined 
in Statute 

1 1-5 SECTION 1.  The legislature finds that 
section 269-92, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
requires each utility company that sells 
electricity for consumption in the State 
to establish a renewable energy 
portfolio standard of one hundred per 
cent of its net electricity sales by 
December 31, 2045. 

Electricity 269-92 

1 6-10 The legislature also finds that section 
225P-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
establishes a zero emissions clean 
economy target to sequester more 
atmospheric carbon and greenhouse gases 
than emitted within the State as quickly 
as practicable, but no later than 2045. 

Economy-
wide 
emissions 

225P-5 

1 11-12 The legislature finds that no strategic 
plan currently exists for the attainment 
of either of these goals. 

Electricity 
and 
Economy-
wide 
emissions 

269-92; 
225P-5 

1 
to 
2 

13-17 
 
1-3 

The legislature further finds that the 
Hawaii natural energy institute has 
stated its willingness to take on the 
task of working with the legislature; 
office of the governor; department of 
business, economic development, and 
tourism; and Hawaii's energy and broader 
stakeholders to envision and explain how 
Hawaii's several related statutes 
regarding renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and zero emissions clean 
economy target will be synthesized and 
achieved. 
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Page Lines Text of bill  Scope Defined in 
Statute 

2 4-8 The purpose of this Act is to 
require the Hawaii natural energy 
institute to develop a strategic 
plan that outlines benchmarks to 
meet the requirements of section 
269-92, Hawaii Revised Statutes, in 
establishing a one hundred per cent 
renewable energy portfolio 
standard. 

Electricity 269-92 

2 9-11 SECTION 2.  (a)  The Hawaii natural 
energy institute of the university 
of Hawaii shall establish a 
strategic plan that identifies 
clear benchmarks to: 

100% energy 
self-
sufficiency 
 
Includes 
electricity  
 
May include 
utility gas 
 
May include 
unregulated 
sectors 
 
May include 
transportation 
 
Not defined 
in statute 

Not in 
statute 

2 12-15 (1)  Attain the goal of one hundred 
per cent energy self-sufficiency by 
December 31, 2045, including the 
temporary use of alternative fuels 
that may be used as bridge fuels; 
and 

2 16-18 (2)  Provide clarity for utilities, 
utility-scale developers, and 
energy distributors for achieving 
the benchmarks described in 
paragraph (1). 

2 
to 
3 

19-20 
 
1-2 

(b)  The strategic plan shall 
identify benchmarks that are 
quantitatively and qualitatively 
measurable and metrics to determine 
progress toward attaining the goal 
of one hundred per cent energy 
self-sufficiency by December 31, 
2045. 

3 3-7 (c)  The Hawaii natural energy 
institute shall submit its 
strategic plan, including proposed 
strategies, benchmarks, and 
metrics, and any proposed 
legislation, to the legislature no 
later than twenty days prior to the 
convening of the regular session of 
2023. 
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Page Lines Text of bill  Scope Defined in 
Statute 

3 8-15 SECTION 3.  (a)  The Hawaii natural 
energy institute of the university 
of Hawaii shall conduct a 
feasibility study on the State's 
ability to achieve its goal of 
producing one hundred per cent of 
the State's electricity from 
renewable energy sources by 
December 31, 2045; provided that if 
the current renewable energy 
standards are not achievable, the 
study shall estimate the percentage 
that is realistically achievable by 
December 31, 2045. 

Electricity 269-92 

3 16-19 (b)  The Hawaii natural energy 
institute shall submit a report of 
its findings and recommendations, 
including any proposed legislation, 
to the legislature no later than 
twenty days prior to the convening 
of the regular session of 2023. 

Electricity 269-92 

3 20 SECTION 4.  This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2050. 
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renewable energy projects and that energy systems need to work in conjunction with 

the need to expand food production in Hawai`i. 

 

One major problem is that the bill does not address is the reality of change.  

 

At the start of the telecom revolution no one could have predicted the internet 

companies, internet services, and smart phones we currently have. 

 

Yet, peering the same distance into the future, legislators would like to know how 

the exploding energy revolution will transform the State in a quarter century. The study 

would be conducted by one entity without public input. 

 

One alternative to this bill is to have the Hawaii Research Center 

for Futures Studies, established by the Hawaii State Legislature in 1971, develop 

alternative 2045 societal scenarios, to determine where we might be heading. 

 
Mahalo, 
 
Henry Curtis 
Executive Director 
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SB-243-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2021 1:59:50 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 3/16/2021 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Will Caron Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha committee members, 

I support this bill. We should be evaluating our renewable energy goals and determining 
if we are on the right track. Personally, I do not think we are moving quickly enough or 
aggresively enough to meet our goals. I think we need to devote far more attention, 
energy and revenue toward becoming climate-resilient, food-secure and carbon-neutral. 

Mahalo. 

 





SB-243-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/15/2021 8:16:48 AM 
Testimony for EEP on 3/16/2021 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Neal Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Me ke Aloha, Chair Nicole Lowen, Vice-Chair Lisa Marten, and Members of the 
Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection: 

Position: Support, with additional recommendations 

Senate Bill 243 acknowledges the need for a comprehensive strategic plan to achieve 
the state's energy goals of 100 % renewable energy by 2045  Far too little has been 
achieved in curtailing, and ultimately eliminating fossil fuel use in energy production and 
ground transportation. The Legislature is encouraged to set the strategic role of the 
Hawaii State Energy Office as a central partner in developing such a master strategy.   

It is critical that Hawaii meet energy and climate goals, and to press for earlier 
achievements. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Keith Neal 
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